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Academic Shirley Gilbert is partnering with the NSW DET and the NSW AECG Inc. to deliver an Ancient Australia 
History workshop that support your programming for 2022. 
The Online Professional Learning Opportunities (OPLO) is a free session.Using Inquiry based learning we will look 
at how to engage Year 7 history students in the topic ‘Ancient Australia’ through hands on activities. 
This session will look at Aboriginal Australia through an Aboriginal worldview and approaches to knowledge.
 
The key inquiry questions framing this webinar are: 
• How do we know about the ancient past?
• Why and where did the earliest societies develop?
• What emerged as the defining characteristics of ancient societies?
• What have been the legacies of ancient societies?

This workshop will explore a range of Aboriginal perspectives and resources to support the learner develop both background
 and deep knowledge as well as cultural knowledge using the principles of Quality Teaching: Indigenous (NSW DET 2003). 
We will look at Virtual Reality/ICT, Aboriginal sites around the Sydney area and also setting up virtual digs/ archaeological 
displays to commence a unit of work. Finally, we will look at excursion opportunities and what’s there at the Australian 
museum and the significant roles cultural repositories play in the safekeeping of significant objects. Suitable for beginning 
teachers and those wanting to shift form text-based learning to kinaesthetic learning opportunities to engage the learner.
 
About the presenter
• Shirley Gilbert - University of Western Sydney
The Australian Curriculum: History provides teachers with unprecedented opportunities to explore notions of Aboriginal 
material culture. However, many teachers are struggling with the complexities and dilemmas of negotiating the sensitive 
knowledges and protocols associated with materials of a secret or sacred nature. 
How can non-Aboriginal teachers overcome these issues? 
As a Gunditjmara woman and teacher educator I will explain how historical inquiry method and the Australian 
curriculum’s historical thinking concepts of ‘Contestability’, ‘Continuity and Change’, and ‘Perspectives’ can 
stimulate students’ critical thinking and challenge notions of the invisibility of Aboriginal people 
in the landscape of Australia’s ancient past. Shirley will also demonstrate practical ways 
that teachers can use representative items of Aboriginal material culture, 
such as shells, fur, fibre and feathers, to develop haptic and kinaesthetic 
learning activities that interrogate and interpret Aboriginal archaeology. 

Finally, I will address some of the ethical issues teachers face when dealing with negative stereotypes of ancient 
Aboriginal people that still exist in academic literature and history textbooks, and how teachers might build strong, 
positive relationships with local Aboriginal communities.

EOI link for History Teacher workshop https://forms.gle/JbSVryoUzwctprLe8 
 
For further information or enquires please email camps@aecg.nsw.edu.au 

3:30PM - 5:00PM   


